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Boston’s Tibetan-American community leaders to lobby Congress for Tibet; Will participate in "Tibet Lobby Day" as they mark 50 years since the Dalai Lama's exile 

Boston, MA - The Tibetan Association of Boston (TAB) announced today plans for its selected members to travel to Washington on March 9-10 to meet with members of Massachusetts’s Congressional Delegation as part of "Tibet Lobby Day 2009." Several Tibetan American members and supporters will advocate for continued support for Tibet on the occasion of the 50th anniversary of the Dalai Lama’s exile from Tibet. 

“Boston has a thriving Tibetan-American community thanks to the generosity and foresight of Congress in coming to the aid of the Tibetan people," said Dhondup Phunkhang. "We come to Capitol Hill on the incredibly poignant 50th anniversary precisely because of the importance that the U.S. Congress has had in the lives of the Tibetan people, both in American communities and inside Tibet." 

TAB, with more than 600 members is a non-profit, tax-exempt 501(c)(3) organization.  For more information, visit www.bostontibet.org
"As we celebrate the Tibetan-American experience, our thoughts turn to our sisters and brothers in Tibet who are still suffering," said Phunkhang. "In Washington we will implore Congress for continued leadership to give Tibetans the hope that a peaceful, lasting solution can be found for our homeland." 

On March 9 and 10, 2009, Tibetan-Americans and Tibet supporters from around the country will come to the nation’s capital for "Tibet Lobby Day" to ask for sustained programmatic and policy support for Tibetans inside Tibet and in exile. News reports indicate that Chinese authorities have intensified a security crackdown in Tibet as Tibetans prepare to mark 50 years of exile since the Chinese occupation of Tibet. 

"We will thank our Congressional Delegation for their vigilance and generosity: Senators Edward Kennedy and Congressman Edward Markey," said Phunkhang. "We look forward to deepening the connections between our Delegation and Massachusetts Tibetan American community." 

Hosted by TAB, Tibet’s spiritual and temporal leader, His Holiness the Dalai Lama will confer a teaching and a public talk on May 2, 2009 at Gillette Stadium in Foxboro, MA. Tickets for the day long event is available on www.ticketmaster.com. 
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