TIBETAN NEW YEAR NOT CELEBRATED IN SOLIDARITY WITH TIBETANS IN TIBET AS CHINA’S BRUTAL CRACK DOWN WORSENS

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: February 04, 2010
Cambridge, MA – TAB will not be celebrating Tibetan New Year(Losar - Year of the            Metal  Tiger 2137). 
The exile Tibetan government Thursday issued a circular to its officials and staff that there would be only customary religious ceremonies and no celebrations to mark the losar. The decision has been made taking into consideration the “continuing repression in Tibet and the suffering of the Tibetan people inside Tibet.” The Tibetan cabinet’s secretariat has appealed to all the concerned departments and offices of the administration "not to organize any lavish and pompous celebrations such as hosting feasts, dance parties and lighting firecrackers."
Tibetans worldwide are NOT CELEBRATING Losar as an act of resistance and to pay respect to those who died as a result of the crackdown on the Tibet-wide protests following 10 March 2008. After 50 years under the Communist regime, the situation continues to deteriorate. 

Since March 2008, local Tibetans have held candlelight vigil every Wednesday evening in Harvard Square.
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